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Abstract 
 

This dissertation investigates the multiple contexts and processes that shape the 

phenomenon of European Indianism, with particular attention to Eastern Europe and 

Russia. It critically reexamines several areas of scholarship that have shaped our 

understanding of Euro-American reenactment of Native American cultures in the light of 

ethnographic and historical research. 

 The research for this dissertation was conducted from 2000 to 2002 and in brief 

periods in 1998 and 1999. I engaged in participant observation at Indianist gatherings in 

Russia, Poland, Bulgaria, Lithuania and Belgium as well as in local libraries and 

archives. I was also a member of the Russian Indianist community in the late 1980s, and 

hence I have incorporated self-reflection and memory into my theory and methodology. 

 My analysis expands the discussion of European Indianism to recast Euro-

American performance of North American tribal cultures more broadly as a general 

social, political and philosophical system grounded in researches and observations over 

Native American societies conducted by both non-natives and natives since the discovery 

of America. I identified several core thinkers in the Occidentalist (Indianist) tradition, 

namely Lewis H. Morgan, Ernest Thompson Seton, Charles Eastman, and John Collier, 

who constructed a coherent ideology of nature, society, and the individual underlying the 

Euro-American reenactment of Native American cultures. Spanning the frontier between 

Euro-American and indigenous populations, the Occidentalist tradition is as much a white 

(or black) as it is a native creation. 

The production of aesthetic, economic, spiritual, sociological, and political 

knowledge of Native Americans has served both colonial and native interests 
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contributing to the construction of a symbolic system of political power operating in both 

domestic and international affairs. I argue that this system displays totalitarian 

characteristics and, therefore, can be, on the one hand, meaningfully compared to 

Communism and National Socialism, and, on the other, used to disclose the totalitarian 

nature of liberal capitalism.   
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May the sacred smoke 
Infuse you, my mind. 

Inside myself, 
May it wipe away the white pest. 

Deep in my heart, 
Stifle the feeble whisper of fear. 

Deep in my bosom, 
Give the strong voice to the Red Power. 

 

An Indianist Purification Song 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Zwei Seelen wohnen, ach, im meinem Brust, 

Die eine will sich von der andern trennen. 
 

Iohann Wolfgang von Goethe “Faust” 
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